	Anton Junior School 
Spelling - Progression of Skills and Knowledge


	Rationale: 
At Anton, we firmly believe that good spelling is an essential skill that allows the children to communicate their understanding in all curriculum subjects. We want our pupils to be equipped with a range of strategies for spelling and to be able to apply these when spelling words in their independent writing. We want our pupils to enjoy exploring and investigating the rules, patterns and the contradictions of the English language, leading to the children developing a love of language and the confidence to spell more challenging and ambitious vocabulary. 

Aims: At Anton Junior School our Spelling Curriculum aims to:

· Build on children’s prior knowledge in order to enable them to access their next steps in learning.
· Ensure that children know how to use a dictionary to check spellings effectively. 
· Enable children to write with confidence and creativity, while developing the skills to self-edit, correct and improve. 
· Encourage children to be imaginative, creative and challenge themselves with vocabulary. 
· Promote a positive and confident attitude towards trying unknown spellings. 
· Help children use their phonic skills effectively when segmenting phonemes for spelling.
· Help children use a range of effective spelling strategies and know age-appropriate spelling rules. 
· Develop an interest in words, their meanings and their origins, developing a growing vocabulary both for speaking and for writing. 
· Show an understanding the principles underpinning word construction (phonemic, morphemic and etymological).
· Build children’s self-images as spellers. 
· Ensure children are able spell accurately in order to confidently communicate their skills in a literacy context.  

Anton uses ‘Spelling Shed’ to support our aims and ensure there is a consistent teaching approach to spelling across the school. Spelling shed is a comprehensive, yet accessible, progression in the teaching of spelling. Guidance is provided on how to teach the strategies, knowledge and skills pupils need to learn to become confident and accurate spellers. The programme has a clear progression throughout blocks of teaching units across the year groups and comprehensively explains how to teach spelling effectivity. It focusses on spelling rules as well as covering statutory spellings. The teaching sequence we follow looks like this:
Revise and Teach: Activates prior knowledge and revisits previous linked learning. Introduce the new concept: explain, investigate, model, use of spelling voice, discuss etymology of words. 
Syllable and phoneme segmenting: Children are taught how to segment and chunk sounds using their knowledge of syllables and phonemes. 
Practise/ Apply: Children explore the concept independently, generalize rules, spot patterns, correct mistakes, apply to sentences. 
Apply/Assess: Spellings are assessed weekly through a given dictation.  
Our children who are unable to access their year group’s curriculum will be following a similar teaching pattern, but focusing on Year 1 / 2 high frequency words or the Year 3/ 4 statutory words if they’re in upper school. These focus groups are fluid and are constantly reviewed and amended if needed.  
Assessments:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pupils complete a weekly spelling test, which is marked and returned to pupils. Staff keep a record of these scores in order to plan additional support or identify gaps in pupil’s knowledge. These results are used in conjunction with observations made by teachers when assessing pupil’s pieces of writing particularly, but not exclusively, in their writing books when reaching an end of term judgement. During writing moderation spelling is an area of focus and contributes to the overall judgement of a pupils writing ability.



	
Prior learning: Key stage 1 
Pupils should have been taught to:
Year 1 
· Spell words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught
· Spell common exception words
· Spell the days of the week
· name the letters of the alphabet:
· naming the letters of the alphabet in order
· Using letter names to distinguish between alternative spellings of the same sound
· Add prefixes and suffixes: using the spelling rule for adding –s or –es as the plural marker for nouns and the third person singular marker for verbs using the prefix un–. Using –ing, –ed, –er and –est where no change is needed in the spelling of root words [for example, helping, helped, helper, eating, quicker, quickest
· Apply simple spelling rules and guidance, as listed in English appendix 1
· Write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include words using the GPCs and common exception words taught so far
Year 2
· Spell by: segmenting spoken words into phonemes and representing these by graphemes, spelling many correctly
· Spell by learning new ways of spelling phonemes for which 1 or more spellings are already known, and learn some words with each spelling, including a few common homophones
· Learning to spell common exception words
· Learning to spell more words with contracted forms
· Learning the possessive apostrophe (singular) [for example, the girl’s book]
· Distinguishing between homophones and near-homophones
· Add suffixes to spell longer words including –ment, –ness, –ful, –less, –ly
· Apply spelling rules and guidance, as listed in English appendix 1
· Write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include words using the GPCs, common exception words and punctuation taught so far.
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Lower KS2 

Pupils should be taught to:
· use prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them
· spell homophones
· spell words that are often misspelt 
· place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals [for example, girls’, boys’] and in words with irregular plurals [for example, children’s]
· use the first 2 or 3 letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary
· write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words and punctuation taught so far

                  

Upper KS2 
Pupils should be taught to:
· use further prefixes and suffixes and understand the guidance for adding them
· spell some words with ‘silent’ letters [for example, knight, psalm, solemn]
· continue to distinguish between homophones and other words which are often confused
· use knowledge of morphology and etymology in spelling and understand that the spelling of some words needs to be learnt specifically. 
· use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning of words
· use the first 3 or 4 letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both of these in a dictionary
· use a thesaurus
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